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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from RSPB Scotland 

RSPB Scotland is part of the RSPB, the UK’s largest nature conversation charity, inspiring 
everyone to give nature a home. Together with our partners, we protect threatened birds and 
wildlife so our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once again. We play a leading 
role in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation organisations.  

We appreciate the opportunity to share our views on this important issue. We have set out a 
general response on the topic below, which we hope also helps answer the Committee’s 
questions on:  

• what key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery; 

• how should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery; and  

• what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green and sustainable 
recovery. 

A Green Recovery for nature, climate and people 

A green recovery from the coronavirus crisis must have nature at its heart. Many people have 
sought solace in nature during these unsettling and disruptive times, but it has never been 
clearer that access to nature is not shared equally.  

Furthermore, 49% of species in Scotland have declined and one in nine are threatened with 
national extinction1; just as we need nature, nature needs us. Investing in nature’s recovery 
now will deliver widespread benefits across Scotland and build a vibrant, thriving and resilient 
economy that will be better equipped to deal with future shocks.  

To achieve this, the Scottish Government’s Environment Strategy vision2 must be the motor 
that drives Scotland’s recovery, and be used as a guide to re-balance our economy, 
prioritising the long-term wellbeing and resilience of people, nature and climate, and 
addressing inequalities.  

RSPB Scotland believes that three key interventions are required to deliver a green 
recovery: 

• Mainstream nature throughout recovery plans to fully maximise the widespread 
benefits that restoring nature can deliver for our societies and economies. 

• Invest in nature’s recovery, specifically a package of investments in large-scale 
habitat restoration, prioritising delivery of nature-based solutions that will generate 
benefits for nature, climate and people.  

• Implement a suite of policies to facilitate nature’s recovery, complementing 
upfront investments in nature, ensuring that restored habitats are protected over 
the long-term and that public money is well spent. 

                                            
1 https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf  
2 https://www.gov.scot/publications/environment-strategy-scotland-vision-outcomes/ 

https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/environment-strategy-scotland-vision-outcomes/
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Priority areas for nature-based investments 

RSPB Scotland and partners have estimated that habitat restoration and creation has the 
potential to create 3000 direct FTE jobs in the conservation sector in Scotland, and more 
among suppliers, through multiplier effects and by boosting tourism.  

Investing in our natural capital in this way will contribute to the net zero carbon target, deliver 
valuable wider benefits to people and the economy, contribute to achieving Scotland’s 
National Performance Framework Outcomes and make Scotland’s nature more resilient, 
contributing to our long-term prosperity. 

Five priority areas for investment in nature: 

Restoring our seas and helping Scotland’s seabirds to recover 

Scotland’s seas and islands, and the seabird colonies they support, are a major natural asset, 
an important part of our identity and heritage, and a major tourist attraction. Scotland’s seas 
are six times larger than our land area, our shores make up an astonishing 10% of Europe's 
coastline and our cliffs are home to around a third of Europe’s breeding seabirds.   

However, Scotland’s marine life and ecosystems face intense pressures and Scotland’s 
seabirds have undergone substantial declines in Scotland over the last 30 years. Invasive 
Non-Native Species (INNS) have been identified as a major global and national threat to 
biodiversity, and non-native rodent species pose a particular threat to seabirds on Scotland’s 
islands.   

Investment opportunities:   

• £500k direct funding from the Scottish Government to accelerate delivery of 
innovative marine enhancement projects through the forthcoming Scottish Marine 
Environmental Enhancement Fund (SMEEF). The purpose of SMEEF is to support 
delivery of marine and coastal environmental enhancement activities in Scottish 
waters through grant-aided projects. The Fund has received broad support from 
Scottish Government, agencies and important marine sectors and is progressing 
toward establishment of the governance and financial framework and official launch 
of the fund. £500k additional investment would help kickstart projects designed to 
realise a healthy, resilient marine environment whilst providing nature-based 
opportunities for coastal communities through direct employment and spend on 
specialist services and providers. 
 

• A Scottish Island Restoration Fund. Restoration of Scotland’s islands through removal 
and prevention of INNS has a proven track record of success and will greatly enhance 
island seabird colonies. Investment also has the potential to further boost the tourism 
industry and bring new jobs and economic opportunities to rural areas, as well as 
creating community health and wellbeing benefits. 
 

Peatland restoration 

Peatlands are a key part of the Scottish landscape, as well as our cultural and natural 
heritage. They are an internationally important habitat and a hugely important carbon store. 
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Scotland’s peat soils cover more than 20% of the country and store around 1600 million 
tonnes of carbon. However, it is estimated that over 80% of our peatlands are degraded, and 
so all pathways to net zero emissions by 2045 in Scotland involve restoration of peatlands.  

We strongly welcomed the significant commitment by the Scottish Government to invest more 
than £250 million over 10 years, starting with £20 million in 2020-21. Maintaining this funding 
commitment and ensuring that multi-annual funding is guaranteed in the post-Covid context 
is critical for ensuring that we make a start in restoring Scotland’s degraded peatlands and 
the skills and infrastructure needed to create jobs in this sector are invested in. The existing 
funding commitment is not, however, sufficient to restore all of Scotland’s degraded peatlands 
by 2045. 

Investment opportunities: 

• Work by the RSPB and partners has estimated that meeting priorities for nature has the 
potential to create 770 FTE jobs directly in peat restoration, as well as further employment 
for suppliers and through multiplier effects.  In order to deliver maximum benefits, the 
annual investment in peatland restoration required for the next 10 years would amount to 
£51 million for blanket bog and £2.9 million for lowland raised bog.  
 

• Upskilling the sector now will help to unlock pathways to large-scale restoration. Additional 
upfront funding in training, infrastructure and equipment will allow restoration targets to 
be met, ensuring that the existing funding commitments to restore Scotland’s peatlands 
can be fully utilised. 

Expanding native woodlands 

Just under a quarter of Scotland’s woodlands are native. This includes globally important 
areas of Atlantic rainforest including Oak and Hazel woodland, and Caledonian pine forest – 
widely recognised as being of very high value to biodiversity. Scotland’s native woodlands 
face substantial pressures, including fragmentation, browsing and grazing, Invasive Non-
Native Species and new pests and pathogens.  

Investment opportunities: 

• Work by the RSPB and partners has estimated that, meeting priorities for nature has 
the potential to create 2000 FTE jobs directly in native woodland restoration and 
expansion, as well as further opportunities for employment and through multiplier 
effects. In order to deliver maximum benefits, the annual investment in native 
woodland restoration and expansion required for the next 10 years amounts to £140 
million.  

Wetland recovery 

Scotland supports some of the most pristine freshwater habitats and flood plains in Western 
Europe. We retain significant river catchments, particularly in the north and west, which have 
low levels of pollution and which are as-yet relatively free from invasive non-native species 
(INNS). Our lochs support unique native species and communities of invertebrates and fish. 
Pressures are intense, however, and many are increasing – particularly climate change and 
INNS. We need to protect the extraordinary assets in our high-quality freshwater habitats, 
and restore degraded wetlands.   
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Investment opportunities: 

• Work by the RSPB and partners has estimated that, meeting priorities for nature has 
the potential to create 13 FTE jobs directly in the conservation sector, as well as further 
employment for suppliers and through multiplier effects. In order to deliver maximum 
benefits, the annual investment in wetland restoration required for the next 10 years 
amounts to £1 million.  

Improving access to nature 

The Covid-19 crisis has helped to connect people with nature around us and emphasised the 
importance of our living environment. It has also highlighted inequalities in people’s access 
to green space and a high-quality living environment.  

Investing in green infrastructure will create jobs, enhance opportunities for exercise and 
green travel, and deliver other ecosystem services by improving air quality and alleviating 
flooding. It will improve public health and reduce health inequalities, saving money for the 
NHS and helping to prepare us for future pandemics and lockdowns, by alleviating pressure 
on health services and improving our living environment.  

Investment required: 

• Improving access to nature through green infrastructure projects would create jobs in 
design, construction, conservation, visitor experience, education, project 
management, maintenance, conservation and research. A dedicated national 
Improving Access to Nature Fund could provide a strategic funding source for 
communities, Local Authorities and third sector organisations, for green infrastructure 
projects that would improve access to nature within their local areas.  

Priority policy interventions for a green recovery that restores nature 

Investments in nature-based solutions must be support by robust policies to ensure that 
restored habitats are protected over the long-term and that public money is well spent. Three 
critical policy interventions for nature’s recovery must be prioritised as part of Scotland’s 
recovery: 

• Strengthen protections for nature to lock in the benefits of a green recovery and 
maintain and restore our natural assets, which are fundamental to a resilient economy.  

• Deliver a Scottish Nature Network to provide a strategic approach for green and 
blue infrastructure delivery across Scotland and achieve access to nature for all. 

• Transform the food and farming system to work for nature, climate and people, 
repurposing financial support for farmers and land managers to primarily deliver public 
goods such as biodiversity, high quality drinking water, air and soil and resilience to 
flooding. 

For more detail on RSPB Scotland’s proposals for a green recovery, including priority policy 
interventions, please see our response to the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery’s call 
for views, which is available online. 

https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/scotland/posts/world-environment-day-5-policy-interventions-for-a-green-recover

